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THE TESTIMONY OF THE GOSPEL. 


— — 


Ir is of the first importance that every 
one connected with the Church of 
Christ should receive a testimony con- 
cerning the divinity of the Church 
and of the principles which it teaches. 
This testimony furnishes a sure foun- 
dation for faith, and in the midst of 
the tempests which afterwards may 
blow, and the afflictions that may 
come upon the one who receives the 
testimony . be like the house 
of which the Savior s ke, that was 
built upon a rock; the storms can- 
not move it, neither can the floods. 
It is this testimony that constitutes 
the strength of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter- Saints. Those 
who receive it and cherish it are not 
dependent upon man for their strength 
or for their knowledge; they do not 
look to map, neither do they lean 
upon him for moral sup and for 
deliverance in the hour of trial. Their 
trust is in God; and if they maintain 
their union with the Lord, through 
His Holy Spirit, they continue to 
grow in everything that is godlike, 
and they have a firm reliance on 


God’s power and His willingness to 


save them in the midst of the greatest 
troubles and difficulties. 

We fervently desire the young peo- 
ple who belong to the Church to seek 
earnestly unto the Lord for them- 
selves. To them we say, do not be 
satisfied because your fathers and 
— mothers, your friends and the 
eading men of your Ward or Stake 
say that this isthe Church of Chris 
and that this is the Gospel of life an 
salvation. Seek to understand for 
yourselves that this is true. But you 
may “How s I know con- 
cerning this? Shall I expect the Lord 
Himself to come, or His San Jesus, 
or send a holy angel to me?” In re- 
ply, we a No; not look for such 
things. his is not the Lord’s way 
of dealing with His children. It is 
true, the Father and the Son and 
angels visited the Prophet Joseph. 
This was necessary. He was a chosen 
instrument to accomplish a great 
work, and to do this he was visited in 
this manner, so that through him 
knowledge that had long been lost 
might be res : 

t may be asked, “ What evidence 
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shall we, then, seek for and obtain?” 
In reply, we say, the Holy Spirit. 
This is wed upon all who sin- 
cerely believe in Jesus, repent of their 
sins, and go forth in the waters of 
baptism and are baptized by one hav- 
to the ing on of hands, throug 
which — the Holy Spirit is 
bestowed. 

There are some who are not satis- 
fied because they do not receive some 
wonderful manifestation from the 
Lord, and they think that they do 
not have an evidence that this is the 
Church of Christ because they do not 
receive some manifestation of this 


kind—manifestations which appeal to | g 


the outer senses. 

But this is not the highest form of 
testimony. Ifa boy ora girl should 
be filled with the Holy Spirit to the 
enlightening of their minds, to the 
convincing of their — to the 
filling of them with peace and joy, 
they receive a testimony that man 
cannot give, and their understanding 
is enlightened in a manner to tho- 
roughly convince them that they have 


received from God the gift of the Holy 


Ghost. Miracles may be wrought, 
apparently, by men who are not. ser- 
vants of God. The = the ears and 
the touch may all deceived by 
skilfull deceptions, But not so when 
the gift of the Holy Ghost descends 
upon an individual and he feels the 
power of God resting upon him. 

1 24 and girl can obtain this 
by g earnestly for it. They 

ould humble themselves before the 
Lord, and fast and pray, and ask Him 
to give them His Holy Spirit. Do 
not seek for signs; but seek for know- 
] seek for wisdom, seek for light 
and intelligence, and in so doing you 
will please the Lord, and you will 
receive choice blessings from Him. 
When you receive these blessings, 
you can judge for yourselves concern- 
ing the Church and doctrines of 
Chrirt. The Prophet Mormon’s words, 
as given unto us by his son Moroni, 
contained in the Book of Mormon, are 
excellent upon this subject. He says: 


“Wherefore, all things which are 
cometh of God; and that which 
is evil, cometh of the devil; for the 
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devil is an enemy unto God, and 
fighteth against him continually, and 
inviteth and enticeth to sin, and to 
do that which is evil continually. 

But behold, that which is of God, 
inviteth and enticeth to do con- 
tinually; wherefore, everything which 
inviteth and enticeth to do good, and 
to love God, and to serve him, is in- 
spired of God. 

Wherefore take heed, my beloved 
brethren, that ye do not judge that 
which is evil to be of God, or that 
which is good and of God, to be of 
the devil. 

For behold, my brethren, it is given 
unto — to judge, that ye may know 

ood from evil; and the way to judge 

is as plain, that ye may know with a 

rfect knowledge, as the day light is 
rom the dark night. 

For behold, the Spirit of Christ is 
ven to every man, that they ma 
now good from evil; wherefore, 
show unto you the way to judge; for 
everything which inviteth to do good, 
and to — 4 to believe in Chris 
is sent forth by the power and gift o 
Christ; wherefore ye may know with 

a perfect knowledge it is of God. 
But whatsoever thing persuadeth 
men to do evil, and believe not in 
Christ, and deny him, and serve not 
God, then ye may know with a per- 
fect knowledge it is of the devil, for 
after this manner doth the devil work, 
for he persuadeth no man to do good, 
no not one; neither doth his angels; 
neither do they who subject them- 
selves unto him.” 


These words of Mormon ought to 
be remembered by all the 1 


Saints, and especially by the yo 
of Zion. 


_ At the present time unbelief is 
rde the children of men. 
Faith in God and in His word is de- 
er The effects of this are felt 
here. o are surrounded by these 
influences. A large number of the 
books that are printed are filled with 
this spirit of doubt; and if children 
are not careful they will fall into the 
habit of doubting and indulging in 
unbelief concerning God and His 
works. When once doubt gets place 
in the heart and is Sect to lodge 
there, it brings to its aid other influ- 


* 

. 
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ences that are hurtful. It grows un- 
til the Spirit of God is grieved and 
takes its departure, and the spirit of 
the evil one takes entire possession. 
The condition of a person who be- 
comes of this spirit is 


The proper course for us to take is 
to resist doubt and evil of every kind, 
and to cherish faith, and to seek 
earnestly for the fruits which it brings, 
which are the fruits of righteousness. 
As the world increases in unbelief, 
the Latter-day Saints should grow in 
faith, We must become a — — 
who shall have mighty faith an t 

wer with God, or the words of the 

rd concerning us would not be ful- 
filled. The time must come when 
Satan will not have power over the 
hearts of the children of men, when 
— will be above his temptations 
and influences; and the Latter-day 
Saints are the people who shall ac- 
complish this. It will be through the 
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righteousness of the Saints that Satan 


will lose his power over the hearts of 
the children of men. The wicked 
will grow worse and worse, and cala- 
mities will fall upon them, and the 

will be destroyed. In this Satan's 
power will be weakened in the earth. 
His dominion will grow less and less, 
while the kingdom of will grow 
— until it fills the whole 


8a 

It therefore depends upon the Lat- 
ter-day Saints, and upon their chil- 
dren, who ought to grow up a stronger, 
a mightier, and a more righteous 
generation that their fathers. Each 
succeeding generation should excel 
the generation that precedes it in 
everything pertaining to godliness. 
In this manner the power of God will 
increase until Jesus will come and 
reign over the Saints and accomplish 
all that He has promised.—EpIToRIAL 
in Juvenile Instructor. 


FACTS CONCERNING THE 


MORMONS. 


— — 1.) — 


A CORRESPONDENT in London asks us 
to 8 concerning the Mormons 
in as to their religion, their 
numbers, their moral character, their 
worth as citizens, their hostility to 
the government, and their condition 


generally. 

Their igion is similar to the 
Methodist. They believe in God and 
in Jesus Christ as the son of God. 


In the resurrection of the Saints, and 


that they are a Church of Saints— | / 


Latter-day Saints, as they term them- 
selves. The term Mormon signifies 
nothing with them, except that it is the 
name of the chief of the prophets 
whose writings form the bible they 

h itings f the bible th 
believe in, as St. Paul is the strongest 
writer in the New Testament. Their 
religion is honest, earnest, beneficial 
to all who profess and practice its 
teachings. It tends to improve its 
followers moral] ially, mentally, 
and spiritually. It is a more arbitrary, 
that is, religious religion than is the 
yon em or any other where an idea 
of atonement in cash or empty pre- 
mises is prevented. 

The population of Utah Terri 


is about 210,000, of which 170,000 are 


Mormons, so-called, and 40,000 are 
non-religious or members of other non- 
Mormon faith. Their moral character 
is so well established that Governor 
West, anti-Mormon, in 1888, officially 
reported them as not wanting in com- 
ison with other people in religious 
evotion, virtue, honesty, sobriety, 
industry, and the graces and qualities 
that adorn, 1 and bless life. 
Bishop Spaulding, Episcopal, in the 
orum for March, 1887, says: — The 
Mormons are sober, industrious, 
thrifty.“ Dr. Miller, the eminent 
democrat and journalist editor of the 
Omaha, Neb., Herald, after a careful 
9 of them, says: 

„To the lasting honor of the Mor- 
mon people and system be it said that 
for twenty-five years such machines 
of moral infamy as whisky shops, 
— faro banks, and all the at- 
tendant forms of vice and iniquity 
were totally unknown in Utah.“ 

Thousands of such reports of facts 
could be panes 

As to their worth as citizens, there 
are 1,140 miles of railway in Utah, 


tory | nearly or quite every mile of which 


was built or projected by Mormons. 


— 


product of the Mormons 
in Utah now exceeds $6,000,000 of 
grain and dry products; $1,000,000 of 

n products; $11,000,000 worth 
of cattle; $10,000,000 of horses; 
$13,000,000 of sheep; $2,400,000 o 
veal; $500,000 of swine. Their an- 
nual product of farm raising, including 
wool clip, exceeds $18,000,000. Their 
manufactured articles for 1888 ex- 
ceeded $9,000,000. 

They have no hostility to the gene- 
ral or Territorial government, bu 
like all Christians, hold the laws o 
God to be above the laws of men. In 
this * they stand where Christ 
stood when He was before Pilate, and 
where all the early Christians stood 
who were persecuted by the Romans 
and others, 

are now 344 school districts, an 

in these wistricts are 460 public 
schools, with 641 whom 
40 are non-Mormons. e school 
population at close of 1888 was, be- 
tween six and eighteen years of age, 
47,371 Mormon and *7,581 non-Mor- 
mon. The number of scholars attend- 
ing school were 132,989 Mormon and 
17,582 non-Mormon. All the above 
schools are non-sectarian, as all public 
schools should be. Besides the above 
there is the University Deseret, 
largely attended, turning out 40 
teachers each year. Then there are 4 
denominational Mormon schools, that 
have 620 Mormon and 60 non-Mor- 
mon students. There are 85 deno- 
minational schools, non-Mormon. The 
average duration of schools in Utah 
is 140 da 
States and the District of Columbia, 
and one other Territory show a better 
official record. In thirteen of the 
States and Territories the percen 

of illiteracy is greater than in U 


in a year. Only twelve 
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and in Utah the of illi 
teracy is greatest in the non-Mormon 
Pop ation. The one Mormon Church, 
and sixty-five of other denominations, 
Catholi — Methodist, Episco- 
— Pres yterian, Congregational, 


The Territory is out of debt, pt 
$150,000 lately created by act DS 
ture for —— institutions, The 
ighest number of in - 
gamous relationship ever reached was 
a few less than 12,000 of whom not to 
exceed 2,450 were men. Polygamy is 
not an essential of Mormonism, but is 
1 only where the law of the 
tate or the law of the Territory per- 
mits it. Where the wife of 
her own free will that her husband 
shall bring another woman into the 
family as his wife, the two wives must 
agree to the third before she can be 
brought in. There can be no plural 
marriages till the husband can prove 
to the Elders of the Church that he 
is able and willing to support the new 
wife and her offspring, if any. But 
very few young — M have, since 
1875, ind ged in plurality of mar- 
riage. The large majority of polyge- 
nto this 


| mists are those who entered i 


relationship twenty to forty years ago, 
and for the sake of their children none 
of these relationships should ever 
have been or be disturbed. 

Kansas is the only State whose peo- 
ple are so cleanly temperate in pro- 
— 2 population, as is Utah, and 

ere, vice, pauperism, erime and de- 
gradation are at a minimum. In 
point of — thrift, honesty and 
positive regard for Christian religion, 
no portion of the United States, in 
proportion to population, shows 80 
clean a record. As a le, none 
except the Shakers are so honest.— 


Pomero s Advance Thought. 


(*7,582. +32,998. $6,040. ||10,—Congressional Report.) 


DOMESTIC 


ECONOMY. 


— 0 


A GOOD manager is a savior in every 
household. With frugality comes neat- 
ness and cleanliness, and where happy 
combination of the three is, there we 
generally find contentment and plea- 
sure. In many families there is enough 


to curtail the expenses of 


keeping house 20 per cent. or more. 
None can afford to be careless in the 
management of domestic affairs. Let 
there are many who seem thoroughly 
imbued with the false idea that, come 


easy go easy. The manner of its 
duction may not be realized by 


* 
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who handle it, and even that is a 
defence for that wastefulness which 
is c of so many house- 
wives. To an observer they seem to 
have but one desire, and that is to 
make for more — as 
as possible, never tating lo 
enough to consider that the . 
winner toils early and late to supply 
these necessaries which are so ruth- 
lessly wasted. By this means man 
of the comforts and luxuries of life 
are entirely unknown in the home. 
Every day makes a notch in the stick 
of life, and as notch after notch is 
cut, so is it wasted either through 
essness Or ignorance, or perha 
both. How much better it would 
if mothers were to teach their da 
ters economy in household affairs. 
Then young men would not look — — 
them as careless and conscienceless 
figure-heads evidently intended to 
demonstrate how much more can be 
wasted than can be produced. These 
things weigh not a aie 1 — 
average young man when loo 
about fora mate. Too much “ don't 
care” is not so attractive as young 
ladies seem to think. Either mentally 
or , payaicelly man must labor for that 
which goes to his family, and as th 
waste or use extravagantly that whi 
is brought to them, so do they waste | 
the life and energy of him who labors 


- | watch caref 
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for their sup The artisan who 
works from Monday until Saturday, 
and each week finds himself no further 
removed from want than before, must 
surely know that there is a constant 
drain which keeps him poor. Every 
Saturday sees his weeks wages spent 
for necessities, and he does not under - 
stand how it is that he can save no 
portion of his earnings. wife is 
a r housekeeper, and there is 
aolhien but from hand-to-mouth with 
him and his, unless some stroke of 
fortune places him above want. There 
are many ways in which a wife can 
aid her husband in his task of | 
a living, She may not labor wi 
him, it 1s but she can and should 
y to see that nothing is 
used with extravagance, which is 
waste. For in this, saving is earning. 
Our teachers, with few exceptions, 
never mention domestic — in 
their classes, though they dwell lo 
upon political economy, which is 
va eet and proper in its place; but 
as there is a daily opportunity to put 
the first into practice, why not have 
ular classes in that and leave the 
other comparatively alone? That 
which will increase the comforts of 
home and tend to place families above 
want is preferable as a study to that 
which may seldom be used, and even 
then not to any advantage. 


HASTY OENSU RE. 
—0 


How often when tired and Ps — 
we hastily censure those little 
ones whom has given into our 
keeping; but when our darlings are 
quietly sleeping, and we — for a 
moment's tion before seeking the 
much- needed rest, the still small voice 
of conscience whispers unpleasantly 
in our ears, atid we are forced to the 
conclusion that we were not only very 
unwise, but very wicked. We who 


should have been — of patience 
and temper, have fallen from the 


sublime height where motherhood 
had placed us, and lie groveling in 
the dust of impatience and fretfulness. 
And the child whose right it is to look 
to us for perfection, stares in open- 


eyed wonder at our debasement. 
In the joyousness of happy child- 


hood he cannot understand the cloud 
upon our brow, he cannot see why his 
happy, noisy play disturbs us and 
brings the impatient tone and fretful 
censure; he does not know what he 
has done wrong, and wonders why he 
is scolded. And the mother wonders, 
too, as she reviews the events of the 

y: marvels at her own weakness 
and lack of wisdom in thus allowing 
her child to see the worst side of her 
nature. 

When we thus deport ourselves 
before our children, we must not won- 
der at exhibitions of temper displayed 
by them. We have thrown away 


rudder by which we might have hoped 
to — them to — their little 
barks saf 


plexity 


through the seas of 
trial; but how 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


expect to teach them self-control when 
we are wholly unable to control our- 
selyes? Example is everything, pre- 
cept is nothing. We must be what 
we wish them to become. There is 
no power on earth equal toa mother’s 
influence in her every-day life before 
her children. There is a 
born in every child to think that 
whatever mother does is right; and 
so long as the child is too young to 
reason, this will be its guide. 

When the ruthless hand of death 
snatches away our loved one, we re- 
pangs of remorse, 

asty word and unnecessary rebuke. 
This is but natural; and yet how 
much more poignant should be our 
grief for hasty censure of those alive, 
who, perhaps are destined to carry 
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The wound may partially heal 
but a surface once deep-marred 
never be so smooth and beautiful as 
before. Even the atonement of an 
after life of perfect patience can never 
wholly undo the wrong. 
Oh, that these words may meet the 
a of some happy young mother, 
ping in her loving arms a sweet 
morsel of a baby, who has never seen 
the shadows of a scowl upon the face 
bending over him; and she see 
and understand what a wonderful in- 
fluence for d or evil lies in her 
conduct. e life of those who have 
come to realize their mistake too late 
to remedy its evils, is before her, and 
if she will but be profited by the ex- 
perience of others, she may save her- 
self much humiliation and remorse.— 


about with them for many years the S. E Kennepy, in the Contributor. 


scars which our words have made. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


— — 

A severe shock of earthquake, lasting six seconds, was experienced on the morning of 
the 17th inst., at Jablunka, in Austria. 

Large forest fires have broken out in Oregon and Montana, as well as in other parts of 
the North-Western States. They extend in a chain for nearly 300 miles, and have caused 
great devastation. 

At Dunkirk an extraordinary phenomenon was witnessed in the roads on the 13th inst. 
—two waterspouts of a great height traveling towards the east. The sea was calm and 
the sky overcast ; a moderate breeze was blowing. 

Recent heavy rains have caused great floods in Nebraska. At Lincoln alone 500 
people have been driven from their homes by the rising water, and a few lives have been 
lost. The damage to crops and buildings is very extensive. 

Boston, U. S. A., July 29.—A cyclonic storm of wind and rain this afternoon uprooted 
orchards, plowed a furrow fifteen feet wide a long distance, and threw the water out of 
the Chicopee River fifty feet high. The streams are rising rapidly. 

Vienna, July 28.—A cyclone in Transylvania and Balksvana has swept over several 
thousand square miles. Hundreds of persons were killed, The crops were destroyed, 
and enormous damage was done to houses and churches. The districts of Grosewandein, 
Thegedin, and Mohaco were completely ravaged. : 

Evansville, Ind., August 5.—A severe storm swept across the river near Newburgh 
late last night, doing great damage. A large chair factory in Newburgh was torn to 
pieces, and several fine residences destroyed. It was reported that almost the entire town 
has been swept away, but this cannot be verified. The track of the storm is through a 
region in which few telegraph or telephone wires penetrate, and no particulars are yet 
A special from Silver Reef, Utah, of July Soth, says: For the past ten days the 
atmosphere hereabouts has been filled with a blue and red mist for thirty and sixty miles 
around. At early morning and in the evening the atmosphere is filled with red mist, the 
sun being covered with a red surrounding which so completely envelopes it that one can 
look straight at it for some time. This peculiar phenomena is acoompanied with unusual 
heat, the thermometer registering as high as 1154. It is the topic of conversation here,” 
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The Bulgarian Government has, says a Vienna telegram, ordered from Belgium 
30,000 Berdan Rifles and 15,000,000 cartridges. 

Quetta has suffered from severe floods. The estimated damage done to the frontier 
railway is estimated at Ra. 1,000,000. 

Mail advices received at Queenstown on the night of the 13th inst., from Japan, via 
San Francisco, by the steamer City of Paris, report a terrible riot between two factions 
of Chinese coolies at Langkong, Siam, on June 30th, in which 200 persons were killed 
and 400 wounded. The coolies were under the influence of drink. The Siamese troops 
charged the rioters, and after bayoneting a number of them, captured 900 others, who 
were afterwards released with a light fine. . 

Washington, August 2.—Acting Land Commissioner Stone received the following tele- 
gram from Governer Shoup, of Idaho Territory, dated Boise City, August 2nd: “The 
$500 authorized last Wednesday by Secretary Noble are inadequate to suppress the forest 
fires which are raging in several counties. Millions of feet of timber and a large amount 
of private property have been destroyed. A telegram from Ketchum, Idaho, says they 
are surrounded by fire, and fifty men have been fighting it for the last forty-eight hours. 
Can you assist us?’ In response to this appeal, the Secretary has authorized the expen- 
diture of an additional $500. 

New York, August 20.—Hardly a day passes in the South without a brawl between 
whites and blacks. The latest one reported was from Selina, a city of Alabama, where 
the proportion of colored people is very large. An article appeared in a paper, edited by 
a negro preacher, declaring that every race has its day of supremacy, aud that ultimately 
the negro might drive the Caucasian from the Southern States. The article provoked 
much angry comment among the dominant race, some of the more reckless members of 
which went about advising violence. 
town, which he will probably not care to enter 

From an early hour on the morning of the 20th inst., a heavy gale from the north-west 
blew off Liverpool port, preventing vessels from leaving the Mersey. In the city the 
wind blew furiously, and was accompanied by torrents of rain. A number of marine 
casualties are reported. The schooner Busy went ashore on the East Hoyle Bank, and 
at latest accounts was expected to become a total wreck. The crew reached the shore in 
their own boat. Off Southport the fishing-boat Onward was capsized, and Thomas and 
David Blundell, cousins, were drowned. At latest accounts several boats belonging to 
the fishing fleet, which left before the onset of the storm, had not returned to port, and 
considerable apprehension regarding them was entertained. The small vessel Sturgeon, 
from Preston to Peel, was abandoned off Fleetwood, the erew being taken off by the 
Blackpool steamer Bickerstaffe. At Rhyl, the pleasure-boat Kate, owned by Mr. Perry, 
of Birkenhead, was capsized shortly after leaving Voryd Harbor, Rhyl, and three Bir- 
kenhead boatmen, one of whom was Jack Kaye, were drowned.—Liverpool Post. 


The first object in all effort must be excellence. If that be absent, the attempt to rise 
above others is mean and dishonorable. | 

No gentleman will ever use the power which the knowledge of an offence, a false step, 
— — exposure of weakness, gives him merely to enjoy the power of humiliating 

neig 

There is a loyalty which is higher than any government, any party, any cause, or any 
friend can claim; it is the loyalty we owe to our honest convictions of truth and right. 
Whenever these conflict with lower claims, the latter must give way. 

Of all the dispositions with which mortal man may be born, there is no other that on 
the whole is so likely to assist him to make his way through life satisfactorily as that of 
being born a man of expedients. Whatever gifts of wealth a man may chance to inherit, 
he is sure sooner or later to come to grief unless he inherits also the art of managing 
them. It is by no means enough to get a fortune; it is necessary to use one’s wits to 
preserve it. 


* 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 1889. 


THE TRIAL OF FAITH. 


—— — 


Tun doctrines, faith and practice of the ancient Saints are set forth as exam- 
ples for the people of God in all ages. Thus with respect to theory the apostle 
says: “ All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto every good work” 
(2 Tim. iii, 16, 17). The works that should spring from the possession of such 
an infallible code of moral and religious principles are thus pointed out: “ If 
ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abrabam” (John viii, 
39). The principle which is expressed in this last ecripture is founded upon 
the law that like always begets like, and it is evident that if the same spirit 
which dominated the life of Abraham dwells within our hearts, we will do his 
works. What these are is concisely summed up in the following passage: 
“Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my 
statutes, and my laws” (Gen. xxvi, 57). It was by this perfect obedience that 
Abraham manifested his sublime, faith. Faith is tried by works, and where 
the latter is not found, faith is dead, being alone. If, then, we are the chil- 
dren of Abraham, the same unfaltering obedience is required at our hands, 
and, as in his case, we may be assured that at times, we shall have to practice 
it when our own wisdom dictates to us a course which is directly at variance 
with that marked out for us by the Almighty. Such certainly are the lessons 
to be learned from Abraham’s life; and with profit some incidents of his ex- 
perience may be considered. Thus for example: “Now the Lord had said 
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee” (Gen. xii, 1). 

The charge which was thus imposed on that ancient Patriarch was pecu- 
liarly trying, for no instructions were given him as to whither he should 
direct his steps. “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out intoa 
place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed, and he went 
out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of pro- 
mise, as in a strange country, dwelling i in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, 
the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked ‘for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. xi, 8—10). At the time 


4 
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when Abraham set out upon this pilgrimage, he was seventy-five years of age, 
as we learn from what is recorded in Gen. xii, 4 It was no small task for 
him at that time of life to sever the ties of family and friends, the fond asso- 
ciations of country, the comforts of an established home, and go forth asa 
wanderer upon the face of the earth, and having but few with him who could 
in any sense enter into his feelings, or sympathize with him in his trials. He 
had no fixed place of abode, for he dwelt in “tabernacles,” or booths, tents, 
and temporary structures; but his faith did not fail him, for he looked for a 
city whose builder and maker was God. 

A command somewhat similar to the one which was given to Abraham is 
now enjoined upon his children, or the Saints of God. They are required to 
depart from the country of their nativity; to separate from their kindred, 
and the loved ones of their fathers’ house, and go up unto a land that the 
Lord God has shown unto them. There is this great difference, howeven 
that the Saints of the present time, when going forth in obedience to the 
command of God, know whither their journey tends. They are not, moreover, 
required to dwell in “ tabernacles,” but have the privilege of building perma- 
nent homes, and of establishing themselves in fixed abodes. As in Abraham’s 
case, 80 now, there are great blessings promised upon the heads of those who 
yield obedience to God's requirements. There is quite a similarity in the 
duty which was enjoined upon the patriarchal father, and that now laid upon 
his faithful children. The comparison fails principally in the barder condi- 
tions which were imposed on Abraham. He went forth not knowing whither 
he was going, and he had no thousands of friends to welcome bim at his 
journeys end. Indeed, were we to continue drawing this contrast as it might 
be done, we would perhaps conclude in the end that the trial of the Saints’ 
faith to-day in gathering to the land of Zion, is scarcely worthy of being 
classed with the trial of Abraham’s faith when he went out of his own country 
according to the will of God. 

But under these more favorable circumstances there are some of us who 
fail to emulate Abraham’s example of faith and obedience. Some have heard 
the call of the Almighty sounding long and loud in their ears, saying: “ Get 
you out of this country, into the land of Zion.” Abraham was privileged to 
have but one call, while some of these our brethren and sisters have had 
many. They read it in the printed word; they hear it by the voice of the 
Elders; they see it in the movement which is pushing “the people together 
from the four quarters of the earth,” and they have felt it also through the 
unerring Spirit of God which has moved upon their hearts by tokens which 
could not be misunderstood. But what response do we hear in different 
cases? One says: “I do not know that any business will open up before me 
in Zion by which I may surely gain a livelihood.” Some of these persons 
are fairly well situated where they are, and they seem to act upon the prin- 
ciple that though they can not be certain that their financial prospects shall 
be fair in Zion, they are very sure no disasters in business will overtake them 
in Babylon. They have faith in God of a negative sort. They believe that 
He will not bring disaster upon them, but can not rely upon Him to bless 
them—that He will not act against them, and yet donothing forthem. Sucha 
faith comes well-nigh ruling God out of human concerns altogether. Taking 
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the matter at its best, it looks as if there was a belief with some individuals 
that God will look after their interests in Babylon, but desert them when 
they settle in the land where His kingdom is established—that they are safer 
financially in disobeying God’s commands than they are in fulfilling them. 
Such a position is dangerous, and comes far short of emulating the faith of 
Abraham, who went forth without a doubt of God’s blessing and protection. 
It is not recorded anywhere that this servant of the Almighty lost anything 
by doing at once and cheerfully what was enjoined upon him. 

There are others who have had opportunities to sell without loss, or but 
little, all their earthly possessions in this country; but having a comfortable 
business, they have demanded in addition a snug sum for their good will and 
trade. We desire to see the Saints prosper, we are always happy to know 
that they receive a just recompense for their property and avy rights and 
privileges that are their own to dispose of; but this matter may be carried 
too far. The moment we begin to think of Abraham quibbling with his 
fellows in Chaldea about the price of privileges, good will, etc., and deferring 
obedience to the commands of God because he could not get the full amount 
demanded, our admiration of him as a man of God is transformed into a feel- 
ing that is not wholly complimentary. 

It can be shown conclusively from the individual history of the member- 
ship of this Church, that those who are sincerely desirous of gathering to the 
land of Zion for the purpose of fulfilling God’s designs therein, have a suitable 
opportunity accorded them within a reasonable time. In some instances 
these have not been improved, either from the causes mentioned, or from 
others which need not be recounted. Ina large proportion of such cases—a 
proportion which approximately covers the whole number—no better oppor- 
tunity was ever subsequently granted; and there are many who can testify 
to their sorrow that difficulties which were never encountered before, now 
obstruct their gathering to Zion. The one golden opportunity was lost, with 
no prospect of its return, This is a sad, but true commentary on the disas- 
trous consequences of setting up our own wisdom against the requirements of 
God. We dare say that no one whose circumstances were such that he could 
have emigrated last year, finds himself bettered by delaying until this season. 
If be has succeeded in laying by a few more shillings or pounds, those same 
shillings and pounds must now be expended in increased fares. The finan- 
cial condition of the country does not seem to us to justify the conclusion 
that a business which could have been sold in 1888 profitably, can be dis- 
posed of now to greater advantage. Indeed, we are informed that, in some 
instances, the prospects are far worse this year than last. But suppose that 
some, who could have gone to Zion last year without any particular sacrifice, 
are somewhat better situated financially this year, can those brighter pros- 
pects serve as a balm for a conscience wouaded by a course which makes 
God’s business of secondary consideration with us—which practically says 
that when we have served our private purposes, those of the Almighty shal! 
receive some attention? There is no necessity for unseemly haste in emigra- 
ting to the place appointed for the Saints to gather; but as we read the signs 
of the times, the probabilities are that the next few years to come will not be 
more auspicious for keeping the commandments of God than the last few 
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have been. Indeed, no one need be surprised if obstructions are placed in 
the way hereafter which in the past have been wholly unknown. 

The Scriptures are given for our instruction, and the examples of the 
ancient Saints are commended to us for imitation. The tie which binds all 
the saved in heaven and the Saints on earth together into one family of the 
faithful, is founded upon principle, upon that one which causes light to cleave 
unto light, intelligence to intelligence, faith to faith, and so on. We see this 
line of distinction clearly drawn in this life, and it will inevitably prevail in 
the life to come. Those who are godly will associate with the godly, and 
those who are unbelieving must be unbelieving stil], and it is presumption 
for us to imagine that at the last great day of separation we can have fellow- 
ship with Abraham and his household of the truly faithful, unless we are in 
possession of the same spirit of faith which dwelt in his bosom, and which 
animates the lives of bis children. Let us consider well the statement of the 
Revelator, John, that among those who shall have part in the second death, 
are the “ fearful, and unbelieving.” B. 


We are pleased to learn from Mr. P. W. Gibson, of New York, that Elder 
Daniel F. Collett, who left Liverpool per 8.8. Wisconsin, July 27, 1889, in 
company with Bishop McQuarrie and Sister Newman, has arrived safely in 
New York, and started on his overland journey to his home in Smithfield. 
Brother Collett had been laboring for two years in the Holland Mission with 
much zeal and satisfaction. Towards the latter part of his mission his health 
failed bim, and he was honorably released to return home. We shall be 
pleased to hear of bis safe arrival in Utah. 


Taz Emicrants.—On the 17th inst. a company of Scandinavian Saints 
left this port in the 8.8. Wyoming, bound for New York en route to Utah 
We trust the journey may be accomplished safely and satisfactorily under the 
protecting care of our Father in heaven. The company numbers 191 souls, 
15 of whom are returning missionaries. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder J. F. Noyes is released from the 
Irish Mission, and appointed to lubor in the London Conference. 

Elder Leonard L Jordan is released from the Birmingham Conference, and 
appointed to labor in the London Conference, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 

Constantinople, Aug. 1, 1889. | trip of over — wie has —— 

. t use to me. ave now a 
President George Teasdale. understanding of the country and its 
Dear Brother,—I will now. proceed 1 and what they may need, and 

to give you @ report of the present how to advise the Elders. 
condition of the Parkish Mission. I have found many people anxious 
First of all I feel to thank God, our | to hear, and have borne my testimon 

heavenly Father, for His many bless- | to thousands, and feel enco 
ings and favors in preserving me on | that a work will yet be done here. 
journey by land and by water—that I | Just how many muy join is, of course, 
ave safely arrived at our home here | a secret; but I know that if we warn 
in Constantinople, This extensive | the people we do our duty, and God 
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will draw His own and give us in- 


crease, 

With the Elders who came last, I 
am well pleased; we will now be able 
to test our work here. these 
Elders have labored here for a few 
years we shall be able to know if the 
people desire the Gospel or not. Per- 
sonally I feel a great desire that the 

ta opportunity. To this end 

bor. Elders Smart and Simmons 
and Brother Dieterle are appointed to 
labor at Aintab. They are there now. 
At Aintab I remained about three 
th Gospel was ** 

many. Two were bap 

— others claimed they were con- 
verted, but for several reasons they 
were not baptized. To be baptized 
just now requires a good deal of cou- 
rage. N ve * rights, and one 

ing baptized is liable to imprison- 
ment and banishment indefinitely ; 
taxes are also increased, besides the 
usual hatred and utions com- 
mon to the cause of truth everywhere. 

The personality of God was thor- 

disc at Aintab; and 
though a stumbling block to many, 
yet it did much good, and I look for 
our labors to bear good fruits later on. 
Perhaps it is well that not many were 
baptized just yet, because the Govern- 
ment interfered with us, perhaps 
thinking our Consuls would not assist 
us; but we received the necessary 
aid, and established confidence. Then 
we were forbidden to preach without 


vernmental ission. This makes 
t little di ge ag far, as the 
Elders don’t know the language, and 


cannot be stopped from talking in 
their own house. Just how we 

t the necessary permission I do not 

ow, but trust to God for guidance 
and help. To petition the Govern- 
— is a tedious at Io gh to em- 
ploy an attorney. We n e per- 
mission, or we may be ordered out, 
and our local help is much worse 
off than we, having no defense what- 
ever. Of course we have God; but 
He may require us to work with the 
Government to ae out the neces- 
sary permission. ay I hire an 
attorney to assist us? A good attor- 
ney here will, of course, not be so 
very expensive, but his services will 
cost something. We need to get upon 
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sure as soon 
About the first question by the 
natives is, “Have you a Government 
license f” 

Brother Sjodahl reports one ba 
tism, and some applications from the 
natives to be baptized. The future 
will tell more of that field. It is cer- 
tainly a prominent one. I was much 
taken up with acolonizing scheme while 
there, and having an opportunity I 
wrote about it to President F. D. 
Richards, Should it be ad it 
would solve our troubles and place us 
in direct and proper communication 
with Asia and its 2 also 

ight among the Jews mselves 
while they gather. 

Elder der is at Antioch. His 
case is an unfortunate one. He ar- 
rived on foot withouta penny. I was 
compelled to assist him financially, as 
you will see from the report. am 
afraid he will be obliged to leave 
should he not receive immadiate help 
from home, 

Here in Constantinople the work 
has colla I will see what can be 
done. hree have been cut off 
Brother Stauffer is here. He should 
have gone with Elder Clove, but as 
the latter was not able to go he will 
stay here and study Turkish previous 
to going. Brother Minasian is here, 
and faithful, and should nothing be 
done ing printing he will be 
sent into the country. we should 
do much „ his labors would 
be needed here. He has been a faith - 
ful help to Brother Clove. 

_ Personally I intend to use all my 
influence and power for the advance- 
ment of the mission. I believe we 
are sent here to open up the mission 
by all honorable means if possibl 

and not to close it. We have h 

many reverses and many troubles to 
overcome; but we have yet a chance 
to lift our voices in a good cause, I 
desire to improve the b, perad- 
venture may give us grace and a 
few to be saved here also. Individu- 


840 
} ally I feel well, and desire to do my 
duty. I know I am very 
and make many mistakes; but I know 
: my desire is good, and that my heart 
is enguged in full in the up-building 

of Christ’s 
: ‘One thing 1 desire particularly to 
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they 2 


thing with —— and 
* where they n 

but it made them ill. 
le r must be fully 
alone. 

Brothers Shahabian and Sherenian 
have responded to ced calls to preach 
the ; but in ut situa- 
tion I will let Brother herenian re- 
main at home until I can send him a 
companion from Zion. He is a young 
man with a fine — 4 


every- 
ve seen 
got over 


issionary 
or let 


To sum up with, I can minds 


54) 


ip at all, Our mission is in taking te 


right shape “Tok back 


p we will 
upon my labors 

— they have — 
conscientiously perform 

should only succeed in vo one — 
our labors and moneys spent will be 
well paid. I see the record that 
there ya been 30 baptisms; should 
only 10 * remain faithful, what 


4 

7 from myself and 
the brethren with me to yourself and 
all at 42,“ and praying God ever to 


bless you, 1 am, as ever, your fellow- 
| servant, F. F. HINTzZzE. 


MINUTES OF THE LONDON CONFERENCE, 
HELD AT THE PHG@NIX TEMPERANCE HALL, COMMERCIAL-ROAD, WHITE- 


CHAPEL, LONDON, SUNDAY, JULY 28, 1889. 
—0 


pean Mission; Elder L. R. 
Thomas, of the Live office; 
the e Birming- 
ham Conference ; ; Elder 8. H. Blair, 
of the Bristol Conference; Elder J. 
"Elders C. 
F. Payne, r H. 
E L. Sloan, I. A 
Oottrell, D. U. Snarr, 
H. Ricks. J. W. Ked- 
‘Knell, D. K. Greene, 
J. C. Ostler, R. Yates, 
Traveling Elders 
in 9 Len Conference. 
10,30 
Elder D. H. Snarr reported 

bors in the Brighton Berries whens 
he in connection with Elder 
Yates, held a number of out-door 
meetings and.distributed a large num- 
ber of tracts; and the Saints generally 

were feeling well. 
Elder Kelch said he had labored 
about seven weeks in Camberwell, 


where he had tracted 38 streets, dis- th 


tributing a total of 4,915 tracts, and 
had loaned and sold six books. 

Elder Keddington, in Bedford and 
Herts, had in connection with Elder 


Ostler, held eight cottage meetings, 
three out-door meetings, and with a | 


total of 1,460 tracts had gone through 
thirteen 

Elder Cottrell, in Berks and Wilts, 
had distributed a total of, 1 449 
loaned and sold 14 books, ordain 
one to the Priesthood, held 8 cottage 
meetings and 8 out-door meetings, 
ed had one. administration to the 
sic 

Elder Greene, in Essex, had distri- 
buted a total of 3,309 tracts, loaned 
and sold 39 books, held 20 cottage 
and 2 out-door meetings. 

Elder Waters, in Kent, with Elder 
Knell, during the last six weeks, had 
held four out-door — and with 
a total of 5,200 tracts 
through 19 different towns and villa- 


ges; loaned and sold 10 books. 
President George Teasdale said the 
brethren had no reason to be discou- 


raged. The doctrine had ever been 
unpopular. The Scriptures had easly 
shown that in the last days 
would establish His kingdom upon 
the earth. The Priesthood had in 
e earlier days been taken from the 
earth because the world would not 
have What was — 
ut a of the know - 
ledge of For whoso would do 


the will of God should know of the 
doctrine. Those that repented were 


= 
sion. When Riders thus come ha 
disco they look | 
Etprrs present from Utah: Apostle 
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r for a remission of their sins, 
and would know when they had the Spi- 
rit of God, for it was only by the same 
Spirit that we could understand the 
things of God; and all this could 


only be brought about by the autho- what 


rity of the Priesthood; and if we had 
not this, then were we impostors, He 
knew for himself that Joseph Smith 
was a prophet of God, and that we 
were living in the hour of God’s judg- 
ment; we, therefore, had no reason 
to be discouraged, we were proving 
the world and gaining an experience, 
which we could not gain in any other 
way. He could say that night and 
day he was filled with thankfulness 
to God because of our position. He 
felt to bless the brothers and sisters 
that they might enter into the rest of 


2.30 p.m. 
The Sacrament was administered 
by Elders D. H. Snarr and J. F. 


der W. P. Payne reported his 
labors in the North London Branch, 
and, in general connection with the 
brethren, had distributed in 40 differ- 
ent streets a total of 5,296 trac 
loaned and sold 14 books; bapti 
9 persons, blessed six, had assisted in 
34 out-door meetings and distributed 
4,158 tracts. 

Elder H. Ricks, Portsmouth Dis- 
trict, in connection with Elder J. H. 
Kelson, had labored with joy in the 
distribution of tracts and in out-door 
meetings, etc. 

Elder E. L. Sloan, of the White- 
chapel Branch, said his report em- 
braced the labors of Elders Symons, 
Bassett, and Cottrell, in connection 
with his own. There had been a total 
of 3,000 tracts distributed in about 
24 different streets; 7 cottage and 33 
out-door meeti had been held; 
books loaned and sod 5; two bap- 

5 children bi 

Elders George Ellisand J. Marshall 
Pate the North London and 

itechapel Branches respectively. 

President J. Leaing here gave the 
names of several local brethren who 
had assisted in the distribution of 
tracts as follows: T. C. Robinson 
760 tracta, and he had loaned and sold 
7 copies of the Voice of Warning; 
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also, H. Spillman had distributed 
2,299 tracts; W. Goaling, 480, and 
loaned two books; E. G. Cole, 
presented a summary 
been done by the united 
efforts and labors of the brethren, 
which were as follows: During the 
past four months there had been dis- 
tributed in the Conference a total of 
47,258 tracts, 30 copies of the Book of 
Mormon, and 84 Voice of Warning, 
60 miscellaneous books, a total of 174 
books ; 96 open-air meetings had 
held, and 16 persons baptized; and 
there are prospects of more bap- 
tisms in several of the districts. A 
total of 43 towns and villages had 
and also 194 streets in 


been 
the cities of London, Portsmouth, and 


Brighton; 85 cottage meetings had 
been held; 150 mee in public 
halls; 16 children bl 6 members 
ordained to offices in the Priesthood. 
The —— total of books and tracts 
distributed since the Ist of January, 
1889, is 82,796 tracts, 72 copies of the 
Book of Mormon, 152 Voice of Warn- 
ing, and 76 other books, making a 
total of 301. A total of 79 towns and 
villages had been tracted, and 310 
streets in cities, etc. Total number 
baptised, 40 children blessed, ‘and 10 

p children an 
received the Aaronic Priesthood; 24 
emigrated over 8 years of age. In 
fact there was a general improvement 
in the Conference, and the Elders as 
a rule feel encouraged with the pros- 
pects before them. 

The statistical and financial reports 
were next read, and the general and 
local authorities of the Church pre. 
sented, all of whom were sustained 
by unanimous vote. 

Anthem by the choir. 

President S A. Blair here made a 
few general remarks of an interesting 
character, and bore testimony to the 
truth of the work. 

Elder Thomas, of the Liverpool 
Office, addressed the meeting, and said 
he knew he 9 a people who 
were everywhere spoken inst ; 
spoke on the nature of the J, 
the character of the kingdom of God. 
etc., and bore testimony to the truth 
of the work of God. 


— 
en"; 
— — 
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6.30 p. m. 
Elder Squires, of the Birmingham 
Conference, said when we preach the 
Gospel we know we are doing our 
2 15 bore testimony to the kingdom 
0 


Anthem by the choir. 

Apostle ae Teasdale said he 
was as much dependent upon the 
Spirit of God as the rest of his breth- 
ren. If he could instruct the people 
it would be alone by this same Spirit. 
God had foretold a day wherein His 
fear would be taught by the precepts 
of men; but in this generation it had 
pleased God to humble men. 
And, indeed, there was something 
different in the Gospel from anything 
else; for if we ever knew it 
would be upon the principle of revela- 
tion, as was shown in a remarkable 
manner in the Lord’s remarks to 
Peter. It was necessary for every 
— to have revelation from God 
or themselves. Salvation came to all 


men. We all possessed the power of T 


reason and the option of choosing for 
ourselves in — religion, or any- 
thing else. We all had our free 
agency. There was indeed no royal 
road to salvation; yet, on the other 
hand, sal vation was not to be obtained 
without an effart on our pat No. 
The love of God was that we kee 
His commandments; and as 

lived the way and means were restored 
to the earth by which we may know 
it. For the commandments of God 
were binding as far as the conditions 
were concerned. We were all placed 


4 


upon one common level, for God was 
no respecter of persons. God was 
indeed a great worker, and we were 
lost in wonder and admiration at the 

t intelligence there is in the God- 
ead; for this same intelligence had 
planned what should be upon the 
earth. All had been told by the 
mouths of the holy prophets: for 
God had marked it out ages ago. The 
great pyramid had been built under 
the inspiration of the Almighty, and 
had been and was the wonder of all 
ages; all had been foretold therein, 
and thereon, what should happen in 
the ages to come; and in our own 
day a man had been inspired to read 
it. He wished earnestly to im 
his hearers with exalted ideas of the 
power of God. The Latter-day Saints 
were indeed taught of God. All the 
great advancements that had been 
made in the present generation in the 
arts and sciences was by the wisdom 
of God, imparted to man. President 
easdale continued at some length a 
most profitable and pointed discourse, 
and in conclusion bore testimony to 
the divine mission of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, the restoration of the 
Guspel and kingdom of God upon the 
earth, and to the final triumph of 
Zion and glory of the Saints. 

The Conference was a must excél- 
lent one, and the choir, under the 
leadership of EldersSymons and Spill- 
man, rendered most excellent and 
efficient service. 


C. E. Prx, Clerk. 


UTAH NEWS. 
—0 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 
Water is the cry all over Utah and Idaho. 
Nephi has shipped 2,700,000 pounds of wool this season, and 500,000 pounds 


more will soon be ready to off. 
Minersville 


gardens are suffering from lack of agua pura, there being not 


enough to keep the stuff alive. It is said to be the driest season known in 


the p 


At the election for Legislative officers in Utab, which occurred on A 
5th, the Liberals“ (non-“ Mormons”) had a majority of 37 votes in Salt 


Lake City. 


The fruit trees of every variety are loaded down. Fruit will be a “drug” 
in the market this fall High wind twisted off many a limb and branch 
which was too heavily laden with ripening peaches. 


— 
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